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“At this time in history, which risks becoming rich in technology                               
and poor in humanity, our reflections must begin with the human heart.” 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Pope Francis  
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Purpose and Scope of the Guidelines 
These guidelines have been developed to support staff and students across the Simcoe 
Muskoka Catholic District School Board (SMCDSB), spanning Kindergarten to Grade 
12. Their core purpose is to provide practical strategies and thoughtful 
recommendations for the ethical, effective, and responsible use of Generative Artificial 
Intelligence (GenAI) in classroom learning, school operations, and professional practice.  
AI is not a new concept—it already powers many tools we interact with daily, from 
spelling and grammar suggestions to navigation apps and digital translators. 

This document aims to help SMCDSB communities understand the potential and risks 
of GenAI, enabling sound decision-making that protects student well-being, upholds 
academic integrity, and promotes ethical digital citizenship. As this rapidly evolving 
technology continues to reshape how we learn and work, our guidelines will grow and 
adapt in alignment with best practices, legal frameworks, and evolving needs within the 
broader education sector. 

These guidelines are rooted in current research, informed by provincial and federal 
policies, and aligned with our Catholic values and the Multi-Year Strategic Plan, which 
prioritizes student well-being, equity, learning, engagement, and leadership 
development. 

Who Are These Guidelines For? 

These guidelines are designed to support a wide range of stakeholders: 

●​ Students gain clarity on using GenAI tools ethically, to support learning, 
creativity, and critical thinking—while maintaining academic honesty. 

●​ Educators receive practical advice on how to integrate AI into instruction and 
assessment in a purposeful, safe, and engaging way. 

●​ School leaders are equipped to lead professional learning and instructional 
practices aligned with board priorities. 

●​ System leaders and administrators will find guidance for policy-making and 
decision-making related to GenAI across operations. 

“In a world marked by AI, we need the grace of the Holy Spirit, who 
‘enables us to look at things with God’s eyes, to see connections, 
situations, events and to uncover their real meaning.’”    

 ANTIQUA ET NOVA, 2025 
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Rationale 
 
These guidelines are rooted in our commitment to the core values set forth in the 
Multi-Year Strategic Plan: fostering well-being, strengthening equity and inclusion, 
nurturing engagement and learning, and developing leaders. As educators within the 
Simcoe Muskoka Catholic District Board, faithfully, inclusively and equitably, we inspire 
every student to realize their God given potential (Simcoe Muskoka Catholic District 
School Board, 2023). ​
 
As educators, we play a vital role in fostering positive digital citizenship. This involves 
instilling ethical and honest practices when using digital tools, including GenAI. Our 
commitment extends to supporting young learners as they navigate the digital 
landscape, interact online, and utilize various digital resources. 
 
Guiding students in reflecting on their online activities aligns with the Ontario Catholic 
School Graduate Expectations. By doing so, we contribute to the development of 
responsible digital citizens. Our unwavering dedication to our values and mission 
creates an environment where students can thrive, show respect, excel, and trust both 
one another and the constructive use of technology for their educational and personal 
growth (Scigliano & Calvesbert, 2020). 
 
 

What is Artificial Intelligence (AI)? 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) refers to technologies that mimic human cognitive functions 
such as learning, problem-solving, recognizing patterns, and making decisions. AI uses 
complex algorithms to process data and generate insights—often with speed and scale 
beyond human capacity. 

AI is already integrated into many tools we use daily, such as: 

●​ Voice assistants (e.g., Siri, Alexa) 
●​ Predictive text and spelling corrections 
●​ Navigation systems and traffic apps 
●​ Language translation tools 
●​ Personalized content recommendations 
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What is Generative AI? 

Generative AI (GenAI) is a subset of AI that can produce original content—such as 
written responses, images, videos, or audio—based on patterns it has learned from 
massive datasets. Rather than simply retrieving and providing existing information, 
GenAI tools use existing information and prior input to generate new outputs in 
response to user prompts. 

Examples of GenAI tools (not endorsed) may include: 

●​ Text-based: ChatGPT, Copilot, Magic School 
●​ Image and design generation: Canva, Adobe Firefly, Midjourney 
●​ Integrated platforms: Microsoft Copilot in Office 365 

GenAI tools are often powered by Large Language Models (LLMs) that have been 
trained on vast amounts of data. Their outputs can seem highly human-like, but they 
require critical thinking and careful review. 

Ethical Considerations for Educational Use 
With great potential comes great responsibility. As GenAI becomes more embedded in 
education, it’s essential to approach its use thoughtfully and ethically. These key 
considerations will help guide safe and responsible adoption in our schools: 

1. Bias and Fairness : GenAI tools learn from human-created content, which may 
contain biases or reflect social inequalities. Educators and students must examine 
GenAI outputs critically and ensure that their use promotes equity and inclusion. 

2. Transparency and Accountability : When using AI tools, staff & students should 
communicate clearly when and how AI is being used in learning or administrative tasks. 
Transparency builds trust and supports informed decision-making. 

3. Academic Integrity : Using AI-generated content without proper acknowledgment 
can undermine learning and violate academic integrity. Students and staff should credit 
AI-generated materials appropriately. (See below for further information on Academic 
Integrity) 
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4. Critical Thinking and Misinformation : GenAI tools may produce information 
that sounds correct but is factually inaccurate, outdated, or entirely fabricated 
(“hallucinations”).  

Safety, Security, and Privacy Considerations 

Before using GenAI tools, it is critical to prioritize safety, security, and privacy. Due 
diligence and transparency are key to mitigating potential risks, especially when 
handling sensitive or personal data. Many public GenAI tools may not meet necessary 
governance, compliance, or oversight requirements. There are also age limitations on 
many GenAI tools.   

The following best practices provide guidance for the responsible use of GenAI tools 
while safeguarding privacy and security, particularly with personal and sensitive data. In 
Canada, personal information is defined as any data that can identify an individual - 
such as names, student numbers, biometric information (e.g., fingerprints, voice, face), 
and even IP addresses. Some GenAI tools may store data, repurpose data for further 
training, or share data with others, leading to potential privacy breaches, misuse, or 
misinformation (CyberArk Centre of Excellence, 2023). 

1. Safety Considerations : Ensure AI-generated content is appropriate for students 
and free from misinformation. Use AI tools that align with educational values and ethical 
guidelines. Be cautious of AI bias and monitor for potentially harmful outputs. 
 
2. Security Considerations : Avoid using AI on unsecured networks or public 
devices. Follow best cybersecurity practices, including strong passwords and secure 
network connections, to protect against breaches. Understand the user agreements and 
age limitations of AI platforms.  

3. Privacy Considerations : Ensure AI tools comply with data protection laws (e.g. 
MFIPPA). Do not input any personal, identifying, and sensitive information into AI 
platforms. Only use anonymized information.  

Why Simcoe Muskoka Catholic District School Board Has 
Not Blocked AI 
In light of the ethical and privacy concerns raised in the previous section, some districts 
have called for restrictions or outright bans on access to generative AI tools, particularly 
for students. While such measures may seem like a reasonable approach at first, there 
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are several important factors that suggest banning or blocking AI websites could have 
unintended consequences. 

Misunderstanding AI's Nature 

AI is not confined to a single website; it is a foundational technology integrated into 
millions of websites and applications. Blocking specific AI platforms may create a false 
impression of AI’s scope, leading to misunderstandings about its role and capabilities. 

Risk of Increased Misuse and Misunderstanding 

By avoiding discussions or imposing a blanket ban on AI tools, students may be forced 
to explore these technologies on their own, which could result in fundamental 
misconceptions or improper use. Cases of academic dishonesty already highlight the 
need to incorporate digital citizenship and digital literacy into the curriculum, helping 
students navigate the ethical complexities of AI use (Scigliano & Calvesbert, 2020). 

Inability to Fully Control AI Use 

Blocking AI on school computers or networks may not prevent students from using 
GenAI on personal devices or at home. The increasing proliferation of AI tools far 
outpaces the resources available for the Board to effectively monitor and block new 
applications. 

Potential Unintended Consequences 

Broadly blocking AI applications through firewalls could unintentionally disrupt the 
functionality of approved tools that also use AI, such as Canva, Google Translate, and 
Microsoft Copilot, potentially affecting their performance. 

SMCDSB’s Approach 

Considering these factors and aligning with the practices of 
many other educational institutions in Ontario, SMCDSB 
has decided not to block access to GenAI tools.  

Instead, we will implement an on-screen notification before 
users can access AI websites. This notification will serve 
as a reminder of responsible usage, privacy 
considerations, and ethical guidelines, encouraging 
informed, thoughtful engagement with AI tools. 

 
 

Faithfully, inclusively and equitably, we inspire every student to realize their God-given potential. 
7 



SMCDSB Artificial Intelligence Guidelines 
Simcoe Muskoka Catholic District School Board 

Version:1.0 
 

 
 

Please note that while GenAI websites are not actively blocked, some functionalities 
may be limited or may not work as expected due to firewall settings. 

Currently, Google Gemini, Notebook LM and Microsoft Co-Pilot, when used with 
board accounts, are the only tools with protected environments. All other tools (paid or 
free) need to go through the App request process through ICT.  

Educator Guidelines 

Educator Discretion 

Educators have the discretion to decide whether to incorporate artificial intelligence 
tools in their teaching following these guidelines.  At this time, Microsoft Copilot is an 
available AI tool for staff through our Microsoft platform.  

Clear Communication 

Expectations for the use of GenAI tools should be communicated clearly. This can be 
done through: 

●​ Written statements in class expectations or course syllabi 
●​ Verbal communication in class 
●​ Written instructions on assignments or assessments 
●​ An honour pledge 

Students using AI tools must cite their sources. For citation guidelines, [click HERE]. 

Educator Use of AI Tools 

Educators may choose to use AI tools for personal use or in course design, with full 
understanding of the associated risks. Key considerations include: 

●​ Fact-checking AI-generated materials 
●​ Avoiding the use of AI tools for student feedback without explicit consent 
●​ Adhering to proper citation guidelines for content generated by AI  

AI Detection Software 

Educators should be mindful of the limitations of AI detection tools, such as false 
positives, predictive capabilities, potential biases, and their lag behind advancements in 
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GenAI technology (Gluska, 2023; Taskforce on Generative Artificial Intelligence in 
Teaching and Learning at McMaster University, 2023). 

Academic Integrity and AI 

The Assessment, Evaluation, and Reporting Policy Standards and Procedures for 
Secondary Assessment and Evaluation at SMCDSB apply to content produced by AI. 
The definitions of cheating and plagiarism encompass the act of submitting another's 
words, ideas, or work as one's own. This includes students using AI to complete and 
submit work under their own name. 

In cases where an educator suspects academic dishonesty involving AI, the following 
steps should be followed: 

1.​ Collect relevant information to substantiate suspicions of academic dishonesty. 
2.​ Arrange a discussion with the student, ideally in person, ensuring they are 

informed of the concerns and given a fair opportunity to respond. 
3.​ Ask questions to assess the student’s comprehension of the content and their 

own work. 
4.​ Determine if academic dishonesty has occurred using AI, based on the evidence 

and the student’s response. Educators should also take this opportunity to 
educate the student on how AI use can undermine academic integrity. 

5.​ If an infraction is determined, assign an appropriate consequence. According to 
the principles outlined in Growing Success, the consequence should consider:​
 

○​ The grade level of the student 
○​ The maturity of the student 
○​ The number and frequency of incidents 
○​ The individual circumstances of the student​

 

Ethical and Pedagogical Considerations for Educational 
Use of Generative AI 

In this section, the goal is to establish clear guidelines for the ethical use of GenAI in 
educational settings while also considering the pedagogical impact of integrating such 
tools. Educators must approach AI not only as a technological resource but as a tool 
that can shape student learning experiences, values, and understanding. 
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Ethical Use of AI​
The first consideration is the ethical use of AI tools in educational environments. It's 
important to establish clear boundaries for when and how AI should be used, ensuring 
that students understand the implications of relying on AI-generated content. This 
includes teaching students about AI's limitations, including biases in generated content, 
and encouraging them to critically assess the information provided. Educators should 
also set expectations about the transparency of AI usage - students must be informed 
when AI tools are employed in learning tasks, and they must be held accountable for 
ensuring the originality of their work. Establishing a strong foundation of ethical use 
helps to prevent academic dishonesty and ensures that students maintain integrity in 
the work they produce to show their learning. 

Critical Thinking, Digital Literacy, and Catholic Social Teachings 

Integrating AI tools in education should prioritize digital literacy and critical thinking, 
ensuring students engage responsibly. By fostering discernment and ethical 
responsibility, students learn to question AI’s output and integrate it meaningfully with 
their own ideas and knowledge. 

Rooted in Catholic Social Teachings, this approach emphasizes the dignity of the 
human person, guiding students to use technology in ways that uphold integrity and 
truth. It aligns with the common good, ensuring AI serves humanity rather than 
undermining authentic learning. Additionally, by teaching students responsible AI use, 
educators fulfill the call to solidarity, preparing students to navigate technology ethically 
while advocating for justice, fairness, and inclusion in digital spaces. 

Integrating AI into Pedagogy​
From a pedagogical standpoint, AI should not replace traditional methods of teaching 
but should complement them. For example, AI can be used to differentiate instruction, 
offering personalized learning experiences that address individual student needs. 
Instructors can use AI tools to support diverse learning styles, adapt lessons to pace 
students' progress, or provide additional resources for those who may need extra help. 
However, this integration should be done thoughtfully, ensuring that AI-enhanced 
learning activities align with instructional goals and provide meaningful learning 
experiences. 
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Strategies and Activities to Promote Academic Integrity 
and Address AI Misuse 

This section provides practical strategies and activities that teachers can incorporate 
into their classrooms to foster academic integrity and minimize the chances of students 
misusing GenAI. These activities encourage students to engage authentically with their 
learning and reduce the temptation to rely on AI-generated content inappropriately. 

Process-Based Assessment 

●​ Shift from final assessments to a process-based assessment model 
●​ Evaluate student progress over time through drafts, reflections, revisions, and 

conversations 
●​ Encourage continuous engagement in learning rather than focusing solely on 

final outcomes 
●​ Use reflective journals  

Scaffolded Tasks 

●​ Use scaffolded tasks with checkpoints and deadlines to keep students engaged 
●​ Divide complex projects (e.g., research papers) into structured steps like 

outlines, literature reviews, and drafts 
●​ Make AI-generated submissions easier to identify by tracking student progress 

In-Class Assessments and Oral Communication 

●​ Use in-class assessments or oral tasks to prevent AI misuse 
●​ Allow students to demonstrate understanding in real time without AI assistance 
●​ Implement short-answer questions and oral quizzes to gauge comprehension 

Peer and Self-Assessment 

●​ Encourage peer and self-assessment to foster reflection and accountability 
●​ Have students review each other’s work to develop critical thinking skills 
●​ Use self-assessment to help students identify areas for improvement and take 

ownership of learning 
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Conclusion 

The ethical use of AI in education is vital for academic integrity, critical thinking, and 
student dignity. Grounded in Catholic values, this approach emphasizes honesty, 
wisdom, and truth. By setting clear expectations and integrating AI as a supportive tool, 
educators can ensure it fosters growth rather than providing shortcuts. 

Students should engage with AI ethically, maintaining integrity and authenticity in their 
work. Thoughtful guidelines, assessments, and open communication promote prudence, 
diligence, and humility. AI, when used responsibly, reinforces Catholic principles of 
academic honesty and moral development. 

Collaboration among educators, students, and communities ensures AI aligns with 
educational goals and Catholic teachings, fostering discernment, ethical responsibility, 
and growth in wisdom, faith, and integrity. 
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